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SOUTH  KSSTEVEN  RUPixL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1957. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  Annual  Report 
which  is  that  for  the  Year  1957. 


SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  /IID  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  Acres  ..  ..  .o  . .  95,06l 

population  (Registrar  General *s  Figures  1957)  ..  15,100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  4^725 

Rateable  Value  .  £92,557 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id  rate  (Estimated)  .e£369«  19s.  2d. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1957. 

Note:  Birth  a.nd  Death  Rates. 

As  the  age  ejid  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in 
different  areas  materially  affects  both  the  Birth  and  Death 
Rates  of  these  areas,  comparability  factors  allowing  for  this 
are  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Government 
Unit.  These  factors  may  be  used  for  calculating  x^rhat  axe 
termed  in  this  Report  as  ”Nett*'  rates  and  fairer  comparisons 
are  obtained  if  the  la.ttcr  are  used  when  comparing  rates  with 
those  of  any  other  area  (xdien  these  have  been  similarly  ad¬ 
justed)  or  with  the  rates,  .for  the  Coxintry  as  a  whole. 
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These  factors  for  Births  oMd  Deaths  in  respect  of  South 
Kesteven  are  I.04  and  0.97  respectively.  The  corresponding 
figures  when  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Rate  (that  is  for  Births 
or  Deaths  as  the  case  may  be)  will  give  the  Nett  Rate. 

M.  F.  TOTAL 


Total  Live  Births  ..  .•  ••  132  122  254 

Legitimate  . .  . •  * «  128  117  245 

Illegitimate  .  4  5  9 


Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1^000  of  estimated  population“l6.82 
Nett  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population-17.49 

Ra.to  for  England  and  Wales-16.10 


M.  F.  TOTAL 


Still  Births  4  5  9 

Legitimate  4  5  9 

Illegitimate  -  -  - 


Sti31  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

Rate  for  England  and  tfeles 


34.22 

22.40 


Deaths 


M.  F .  TOTAL 

79  55  134 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  -  8.87 
Nett  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  -  8.6O 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  -  11.50 

Inf Entile  Mortality 


Number  of  Deaths 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


M.  F.  TOTAL 

41  5 

3  -  3 

11  2 


Of  these,  three  deaths  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period 
(ioC.  under  four  weeks  of  age)* 


Rate  per  1, 000  of  Live  Births 
Rate  for  Englsnd  and  Wa,les 


19.68 

23.00 


There  was  no  case  of  a  liaternal  Death. 


CRUSES  OF  DELTH 


M.  F*  TOTRL 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . 

4.  Diphtheria  . . . 

5 .  Llio oping  Gough  . .  . ,  . 

6.  Meningococcj’J.  injections  . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Ileasles  . . 

9.  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11#  Pklignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  • 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ,, 

13.  lyialignant  neopla,sm,  uterus  ..  •« 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15  •  Leukaemia,  a^leuka^emia . . 

16.  Diabetes  «•  .•  . 

17.  Va,scular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  hea.rt  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22 .  Influenza  . 

23 •  Pneumonia  . 

24.  Bronchitis  ..  ..  . . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respira-tory  system 
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26*  Ilcer  of  stonach  and  duodenun  *• 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  dicarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  prosta.te 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  a,bortion  • 

31.  Congenital  naif ornations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

33.  14  tor  vehicle  accidents  . 

34.  iul  other  accidents  . 

35.  Siicide  . 

36.  Hcnicide  and  operations  of  war  .. 


2-2 
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TOTiU^S  79  55  134 


The  birth  rate  at  17.49  per  1,000  estina.ted  popiiLation  is 
better  than  the  conparable  figures  for  England  and  Wales  of 
16.1.  The  natural  increase  (excess  of  Live  Births  over 
Dearths)  was  120,  twenty-seven  more  than  the  previous  year. 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio-Va.scular  systen  again  register  as 
the  principal  causes  of  death,  accounting  for  65  out  of  the 
-  total  of  134*  These  were  followed  by  Respiratory  diseases 
with  20  deaths,  this  year  displacing  malignant  growths  as  the 
second  most  common  ca.uso  of  death.  This  was  no  doubt  due  to 
the  prevalence  of  Asian  Influenza,  during  the  closing  months  of 
the  yerr. 


Tl’e  Still  Birth  Rate  at  34*22  per  1,000  Live  and  Still 
Births  was  double  that  of  1956  and  loss  favourable  than  the 
Nalionrl  figure  at  22.4.  In  an  area  of  small  population  the 
increase  or  reduction  of  the  total  number  by  small  amounts 
results  in  a  wide  fluctuation  in  the  Rales. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rale  at  19.68  per  1,000  Live 
Firths  improved  on  the  National  figure  of  23.0,  which  for  the 
third  3,  ear  in  succession  wan  the  lox^est  ever  recorded  in  this 
C  )untr3  . 
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SECTION 


GENER/.L  FRQVISIQNS  OF  HB/iLTH,  SERVICES 

IN  THE  imL. 


Nursing;  in  the  Home, 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme  there  are  eight  District 
Nurse  Midwives  in  the  area  -  cat  Greatford,  Market  Deeping^ 
Deeping  St.  James,  Hi than-on-th e-Hill,  Rippingale,  Billing- 
borough,  Golster^^rorth  covering  Castle  Bytham  and  Corby  Glen, 
additionally  there  are  two  in  Bourne  and  two  in  Stamford. 

They  also  act  as  Health  Visitors  and  there  is  also  one  full¬ 
time  Hea.lth  Visitor  working  in  the  area* 

Homo  Helps . 

These  care  provided  in  the  South  Kesteven  area  from  Centres 
at  the  North  Street  Clinic,  Bourne,  the  Barn  Ull  Clinic  at 
Stanford  and  from  Sleaford  for  the  Horbling,  B ill ingbo rough  and 
Folkinghcam  area. 

Originally  intended  as  a  facility  for  the  newly  confined, 
this  has  become  more  and  more  a  social  service  to  the  elderly 
and  needy.  It  saves  the  country  an  enormous  hospital  bill  as 
without  their  services  many  more  would  have  jierforce  to  be 
accommodated  in  hospital  beds  or  welfare  accommodation.  There 
have  been  no  recruits  to  the  ranks  of  the  proposed  Night  Sitting 
up  service  and  conversely  there  have  been  no  requests  for  the 
service  either. 

Infant  Welfa,re  Contrew  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
at  Castle  Bytham,  Billingborough,  Corby  Glen,  Folkingham, 

Morton,  Thurlby  ajad  r%rket  Deeping,  in  addition  to  those  at 
Bourne  and  Stomford  which  serve  the  surrounding  areas. 

Free  Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  j-^vided  by  the  Medical 
Practitioners  under  the  County  Council  Scheme  and  also  at  the 
Bourne  and  Stamford  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
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Hogpita.!  Services. 


These  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Hospita.1  Board  for 
the,  southern  part  of  the  area  based  on  Peterborough,  Stajnford 
anc  Bourne,  and  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the 
noi  them,  based  on  Grajithaxi. 

Laboratory  Facilities^ 

Bacteriological  investigations  of  water,  nilk  and  a  wide 
vaiiety  of  other  specimens  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Peterborough,  under  Dr,  D.  H.  Fulton. 


Ambulance  Service. 


Three  Ambulances  and  one  Utilicar  are  ba.sod  on  Bourne. 

An  Ambulance  Service  for  the  whole  of  the  southern  area  of  the 
Cointy  including  Stamford,  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
County  Council  is  envisa.ged  and  the  service  will  be  assisted 
by  radio-control. 


SECTION  C. 


SAuNITARI  CIRCITMSTilJCES  OF  THE  ABEA. 


The  Council's  water  supply  is  potentially  available  to 
92/  of  the  popula.tion  of  the  area,. 


During  the  year  1957,  70  fresh  applications  for  connec¬ 
tions  were  made  and  of  these  65  were  completed.  The  a.vera.ge 
daily  consumption  of  waiter  in  December,  1957  was  374^000 
compared  with  372,000  gallons  in  December,  1956  giving  an 
average  per  capita  consumption  of  24.6  gallons  per  day. 

Hater  s.omples  show  that  the  Council’s  supplies  are 
e>:cellent  in  quality  and  the  resources  ane  abundant. 

Deeping  St.  James  waiter  aga,in  showed  the  figure  of  2.0 
p^rts  per  million  of  Fluorine.  It  is  clear  that  it  exerts 
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a  beneficial  effect  on  the  teeth  in  that  area,  as  the  dental 
standards  net  with  in  this  connimity  are  very  nuch  better  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  south  of  the  County.  ¥e^ could,  fron 
this  practical  example  of  cause  and  effect,  conc;ir  with  the 
World  Heehth  Organisation  Press  release  of  September  this  year. 

^’The  effectiveness,  safety  and  practicability  of 
fluoridation  as  a  means  of  preventing  dental  caries,  one  of 
the  most  prevalent  and  widespread  diseases  in  the  world,  is 
now  established.*’ 


The  great  Deeping~Ba.ston-Lrngtoft  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
was  completed  during  the  year  and  is  now  awaiting  further 
house  connections.  To  reach  its  optimum  efficiency  a  bigger 
flow  of  sevjage  is  desirable,  this  will  be  forthcoming  in  due 
course.  Detergents  csji  present  a.  problem  to  the  most 
efficient  Works  as  a-fter  the  liquid  containing  them  has  passed 
through  all  its  sta.ges,  foaming  may  still  occur.  It  is 
surely  not  beyond  the  manufacturers*  powers  to  limit  the 
foaming  argent  to  that  really  required  to  remove  dirt  from  the 
wash  without  having  so  much  surj'lus. 


It  is  disappointing  that  o-t  Corby  Glen  the  connections  to 
the  modern  sexeage  system  should  be  so  slow.  It  is  only  20^o 
against  the  GCffo  at  Billingbo rough,  and  even  Deeping  St.  James 
has  now  20^o,  and  yet  it  is  situated  on  the  water  bearing  strata 
of  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone  end  can  ill  afford  this  inertia. 

The  voluntary  Laundry  at  Deeping  St.  James  continues  its 
excellent  work  in  providing  a  free  laundry  service  for  the 
elderly  sick  and  those  in  need  in  tha„t  area.  The  Public 
response  to  its  needs  ha.s  boon  amazing  and  it  is  a  proud  and 
true  boast  that  no  worker  has  ever  defaulted  from  their  self 
appointed  task. 

Possible  sites  for  the  extension  of  the  Burial  Ground  at 
Market  Deeping  wore  examined  and  a.  recommendation  made,  having 
regard  to  the  difficulty  which  must  arise  in  this  area  fron  the 
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high  war.er  table* 

A  fortnightly  refuse  collection  and  weekly  night soil 
Col]  ection  Service  operates  throughout  the  District. 

On  the  whole  the  litter  problem  throughout  the  area  is 
not  a  great  one,  nonetheless  where  litter  bins  have  been 
provided  at  some  of  the  worst  points,  a  marked  improvement  has 
resilted  proving  that* given  the  facilities  offenders  are  not 
incorrigible. 

Two  investigations  into  the  circumstances  of  persons 
applying  for  Gangmasters’  Licences  were  made  and  the  requisite 
Licences  subsequently  granted. 


SSGTIOM  D.  HOUSING. 

Numl  er  of  Council  houses  as  at  the  31st  December,  1957  -  1,112 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

the  31st  December,  1957  -  19 

Number  of  Council  houses  under  construction  as  at  the 

31st  December,  1957  -  15 

Number  of  families  rehoused  by  the  Council  during  1957  -  109 

Number  of  Private  houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

the  31st  December,  1957  -  21 

Number  of  Private  houses  under  construction  as  at  the 

31st  December,  1957  -  21 

Nud  ber  of  Improvement  Grants  made  -  33 

Practically  every  fourth  house  in  the  area  is  owned  by  the 
Council.  Though  private  building  showed  little  material 
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change  in  houses  completed  or  imder  construction  from  the 
yeax  before.  Council  houses  completed  were  down  by  over  half 
irom  40  in  195o  and  under  construction  were  reduced  by  5, 

This  was  a  reflection  of  the  high  rates  of  borrowing,  which 
^rther  caused  the  abandonment  of  all  the  projected  new 
building  3n  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

That  SIX  moro  Improvement  Grants  were  awarded  than  in  the 
yevar  before  shows  that  the  needs  of  older  and  savable  proper- 
tios  were  not  overlooked.  ^ 

+  •  Clearance  Programne  has  continued  to  make 

satisfactory^  progress  and  during  the  year  124  houses  were 
eaJt  with  making  a  total  of  I64  since  the  Programme  began, 
aga^st  the  original  estimate  of  153  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
fir^-b  five  years.  All  of  these  were  individual  unfit  houses 
as  no  new  Clearance  Area  was  declared  during  the  year. 

The  need  remains  as  great  as  ever  for  the  small  comn^ct 
dwelling  for  the  elderly  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  any  f-lline 
off  in  tne  demand  for  this  tyn^e  of  accommodation.  '  "  ^  ^ 

Approximately  one  applicant  in  every  three  on  the  effectiv'^ 

Clearance  Programme.  It  is  with  deer  r-sxet  th^+  t 
Schema  for  the  group  of  Old  Persons'  Bungalow's 

kaw4S2rd. 

u  The  elderly  person  living  alone  and  cut  off  from  his  or 

SL"’tSbp°''^  provides  some  problems  for  which  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  ea.sy  answer* 

?f  occasions  during  the  year  I  have  been 
c.  ed  oy  tne  plight  of  an  elderly  person  who  through  age  and 
poor  physical  resources  has  allowed  their  living  accomodation 

become  cluttered  x,rith  worthless  accumulations  and  accordinglv 
unwholosome.  To  serve  •  ,  >-ccoraingly 

rif^oiiT-Q  +n  T  Abc.tonent  Notices  and  invoke  the 

rigoirs  of  the  Law  on  such,  even  if  applicable,  would  be 


irrational.  They  lie  beyond  the  resources  of  the  Welfare 
and  Home  Help  Services  and  axe  adejnantly  deteimiined  to  abide 
in  their  o\m  homes.  It  could  be  solved  in  some  instances 
by  a  male  person’s  strong  right  arm  to  clear  the  rubbish  and 
pave  the  way  for  a  Home  Help  to  carry  on,  but  from  where  is 
that  arm  to  come  ] 

To  be  more  precise  1  will  instance  a  few  cases  -  The  one 
living  room  with  a  third  of  the  total  space  taken  up  by 

packets  of  feathers  and  the  remaining  space  similarly  mis¬ 
appropriated  . 

Another  case  in  which  most  of  the  space  v/as  talcen  up  by 
papers, ^ rags  and  other  accumulations,  occluding  light  and  air. 
The  living  room  where  the  ashes  hadn’t  been  moved  for  many 
days,  until  they  met  one  half  way  to  the  door.  These  people 
are  in  fact  inundated  by  their  own  accumulations,  would  be 
glad  to  be  rid  of  them,  but  lack  the  strength  and  initiative 
to  deal  with  the  situation. 

The  Council  gives  assistance  in  re-housing  those  in  need 
on  he^th  grounds  and  make  ever;^^  effort  to  re-house  as 
expeditiously  as  possible  those  who  require  it  and  a,re 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tiaberculosis.  The  numbers  in  this 
latter  category  during  the  past  two  years  were  4  applications 
made  and  4  re-housed. 


Eight  applications  for  priority  re-housing  on  health 
grounds  were  received  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  area.  One 
application  was  received,  but  after  full  considercation  a 
licence  was  refused. 

.  At  tht;  end  of  the  year  there  were  23  licensed  Residential 
Caravans.  During  the  year  three  applications  for  licences 
for  caravan  sites  were  received  and  investigated  and  condition¬ 
al  licences  in  two  cases  were  granted.  It  was  the  Council’s 
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policy  to  obtain  a  reasonably  high  standard  of  hygiene  and 
amenity  before  a  site  licence  was  granted. 


^The  legislation  on  caravans  is  complex  and  leaves  little 
realistic  powers  of  control  as  there  are  no  statutory  standards 
applicable  to  them  as  distinct  from  other  sorts  of  human 

guidance  is  all  the  more  regrett- 
a  le  when  lo  is  considered  that  an  estimated.  200,000  peonle 

/Tmn  ^  caravans  and  around  arothe 

40,000  people  each  year  are  seeking  caravan  homes. 


ler 


cl 


SECTION  E. 


The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  of  1955  have  established 
Code  of  Practice  which  has  become  the  accepted  yardstick  of 
those  who  hanole  foodsti^fs  within  the  area  and  no  serious 
brea.ches  hare  cone  to  light  during  the  year. 

100%  Meat  Inspection  has  been  maintained  at  the  four 
licensed  Slaughterhouses.  The  transportation  of  condemned 
meat  and  offal  gave  rise  to  an  incident  during  the  summer. 

A  consignment  en  route  from  London  to  the  North  was  involved 
in  an  a.ccidont  which  tipped  some  of  the  lidded  containers  onto 
the  road.  Such  was  the  condition  of  this  consignment  that 
maggous  in  enormous  numbers  were  crawling  over  the  road  and 
the  Water  Depc.rtment  were  called  upon  to  hose  down  the  highway. 
I  don  t  know  how  often  in  summer  such  loads  are  carried  but 

they  must  be  highly  unaesthetic  -  if  no  worse  -  at  the  points 
of  despatch  and  arrival. 


It  is  hoped  that  South  Kestoven  like  Stamford  M.B.  and 
Bourne  U.D.  will  soon  be  a  specified  area  under  the  Mi 1 V 
(Special  Designations)  Order.  Then  only  milk  of  approved 
designations  will  bo  permitted  to  be  sold.  This  would  be  a 
valuable  forward  step,  while  the  combined  yet  divided  efforts 
of  the _ three  bodies  who  now  supervise  milk  continue  to  safe¬ 
guard  its  safety,  and  the  public's. 
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The  venue  for  the  pickers  who  come  in  for  the  black 
currant  picking  was  greatly  improved  with  a  piped  water  supply 
to  the  camp,  adequate  lavatory  accommodation  and  the  valuable 
and  close  co-operation  with  the  growers  continued. 

The  commercial  watercress  beds  within  the  area  were  kept 
vinder  observation  and  water  samples  taken  from  them  were 
bacteriologically  excellent. 

^^r.  Hawley,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  of 
the  County  Council  took  the  following  samples  within  the  Rural 
District  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  of  1955^ 
and  I  wish  to  acknowledge  his  help  with  thanks. 


Butter  Confectionery  . .  . .  2. 

Ice  Cream . 1. 

Jam  .  •  . .  o .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3* 

Lime  Juice  Cordial  .  1. 

Margarine  ..  ..  ..  •«  3. 

Milk  .  21 . 

Milk  (Condensed)  ..  ..  ..  ..  2. 

Stewed  Steak  (tinned)  3. 


All  the  samples  complied  with  the  Statutory  requirements 
and  demonstrated  the  efforts  that  are  made  to  assure  the 
Public  of  the  qualitative  and  quantitative  integrity  of  the 
food  they  buy. 


SECTION  F.  THE  PRS^JENTION  AW  CONTROL  OF 

IWFSCTIQUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

240  cases  of  notifia.ble  disease  were  recorded  during  the 
year  compared  with  90  in  1956  and  403  in  1955.  These  figures 
excluded  Tuberculosis  which  appear  separately. 


The  increase  was  due  to  outbree,ks  of  mea,sles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  in  the  Docpings  and  spreading  to  most  of 
the  other  parishes,  and  accounting  for  I4B  of  the  total. 


I/Jhooping  Cough  occurred  sporadically  and  totalled  41*  In  no 
instance  was  hospitcul  admission  necessary  for  the  victims  of 
either  disease. 

There  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria,  making  a  decade  of  immun¬ 
ity  from  this  former  scourge.  It  is  so  important  that  our 
defences  remain  invulnerable  tha.!  a.gain  I  appeal  to  all  who 
have  control  of  children  to  ensure  that  they  are  protected 
before  they  reach  their  first  birthday. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  little  anti-Pol iomy el itis 
vaccine  became  available  and  there  were  indications  that  a 
great  dea.1  more  would  soon  be  on  its  way. 

Requests  for  the  vaccine  ^^rere  many  and  most  encouraging 
and  the  subject  was  constantly  raised  at  Clinics  and  elsewhere 
indicating  the  wide  public  interest  in  it. 

Eight  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred.  There  must  be  no 
rela.xation  in  the  efforts  to  ensure  by  Health  Education  and 
propoganda,  tha.t  the  hygienic  prentices  current  in  Food 
Businesses  are  universally  understood  and  applied  in  the  Home, 
where  they  a.re  equally  relevant, 

Asian  Influenza  attacked  the  community  with  the  onset  of 
the  colder  weather  and  descended  indiscriminately  of  age  or 
sex.  Though  extremely  invasive  it  was  relatively  benign  but 
it  did  take  its  toll  of  the  elderly. 

Two  cases  of  non  panalytic  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in 
August  and  both  made  an  uneventful  and  complete  recovery. 

It  is  gratifying  that  there  was  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning 
recorded  during  the  year. 

One  fresh  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  comprxred 
with  5  in  1956  and  6  in  1955 •  Four  deaths  wore  attributable 
to  this  cause. 
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In  February  the  l-foss  Radiography  Unit  of  the  East  Anglian 
Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  Tallington  (population  181), 
with  the  following  results. 

I^e  Female  Total 

Total  X-rayed  .  . .  • »  286  45  331 

Number  X-rayed  for  first  time  . .  .  •  2C9  23  232 

Number  X-rayed  under  45  years  of  age  • .  194  39  233 

Number  X-rayed  over  45  years  of  age  » ,  92  6  98 

ANiiLYSIS  OF  FINDINGS 
A*  Non-Tube rculous  Findings . 

1.  Congenital  anomalies  of  the  bony  thorax  ..  2. 

2.  Injuries  to  bony  thorax  .  ..  2. 

3*  Azyges  lobe  vein  •*  ..  ..  2. 

4*  Chronic  Bronchitis  ..  ..  ..  •.  ..  3. 

5.  Pleural  thickening  following  previous 

pneumonia  and/or  pleurisy . .  15  • 

6.  Congenital  cystic  lung  1. 

7.  Cardie  vascular  conditions  .  1. 

8.  Sarcoidosis . .  ..  ..  1. 

9.  Diaphragmatic  anomaly  ..  1. 

Tuberculous  Conditions. 

1.  Healed  primary  or  other  calcified  lesions 

requiring  no  further  action  ••  ••  ♦.  5. 

2.  Newly  discovered  Tuberculosis  requiring 

treatment  . 1. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Daphne  Smith,  Medical  Director  of  the 
Radiography  Unit  for  this  information’ on  the  survey  and  for 
bringing  to  light  one  early  and  unsuspected  case  of  Tubercle. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 
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TUBERCULOSIS  NEW  CASES  /Jffi  MORT/ilTI  DURING  1957 


NEW  CASES 


DEATHS 


Age  Periods 


Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M.  M.  F. 


Pulmonary 
IL  F. 


Non 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 


Ol  --  - 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25  -  1 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  ^  over  - 

Age  unknown 


1 

3 


TOTALS  -  1  -  -  4 


C/JICSR  DEATHS 


M.  F. 


Stomach  . .  ..  3  1 

Lungs  .  1 

Breast  . .  ,  „  . .  - 

Uterus  ..  ..  ..  . .  -  - 

Others  . .  ..  6  3 
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National  Assistance  Act, 

No  action  imder  Section  47  of  this  Act  was  found 
necessary. 


Health  Education, 

Legislation  for  Health  can  in  itself  do  little  if  the 
rea,sons  for  it  and  the  practical  applications  of  it  are  not 
explained  and  understood.  It  is  of  vital  importance  that  all 
engaged  in  Public  Health  work  and  all  interested  at  all  levels 
should  propa.gate  Health  Sducalion,  Full  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  the  poster  mrlerial  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education^  to  which  this  Council  subscribes. 


In  this  years  "causes  of  death"  six  are  ascribed  to 
"Other  accidents"  and  of  these,  two  were  directly  due  to  falls 
of  elderly  people  in  their  own  homes,  and  another  was  also  due 
to  a  hone  accident.  It  is  tragic  that  a  person  should  live 
a  useful,  healthy  life  a.nd  then  in  the  "Autumnal  days"  succumb 
to  a  preventable  hazard  in  his  own  home.  Properly  designed 
old  peoples  bungalows,  equipped  with  the  failing  physical 
resources  and  senses  of  their  future  occupants  clearly  in 
mind,  would  go  a  long  way  to  cutting  down  this  toll  of  death 
and  suffering.  Suffering,  as  for  every  death  there  are  many 
other  cases  of  crippling  injury  to  add  to  the  sum  of  human 
pa.in. 

Those  who  look  after  the  elderly  should  review  the 
domestic  scene  to  try  and  anticipate  the  pitfalls  for  the 
unwary.  For  so  long  a  time  so  much  has  been  done  for  the 
young I  now  I  would  like  to  see  a  little  more  orientation 
towards  the  elderly.  ^Jhy  should  there  not  be  Elderly 
Personas  Welfare  Clinics  along  the  lines  of  the  fetemity  and 
Child  Welfare  ones  where  advice  rnd  chiropody  might  be 
afforded  this  under  priviledged  section  of  the  population  ? 
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^During  the  year  22  Socio-Medical  cases  were  investigated 
ranging  iron  acute  social,  hrealcd-own  oi  the  fajnily  unit  as  a 
whole  to  the  distress  of  elderly  persons  living  al.one  of  the 
pa^ttem  which  has  become  all  too  familiar  and  which  was  the 
subject  of  special  comment  in  my  last  Annual  Report* 


ea.. 


rly  summer,  tragedy  hit  the  Heal.th  Department 


In  the  _  _  __ 

with  the  sudden  death  at' his  desk  of  lir.  J.GrClementsr  He 
was  a  greatly  valued  Hea-lth  Ihspoctor,  whose  genial,  personality 
c  nd  ever  ready  help  to  anyone  who  needed  it  ma.d.e  him  sadly 
missed*  ' " 


The  necessity  to  cut  the  HeaJth  Inspectorate  from  three 
to  two,  though  accompanied  by  the  transfer  of  some  duties  to 
mother  Department  caused  me  concern  at  the  time,  Imov/ina  how 
much  unseen  work  must  be  done  to  implement  all  the  spate'^of 
recent  environmental  legislation.  To  trmslate  it  into  words 
which  can  be  understood  by  the  general,  public  is  no  mean  feat 
but  it  IS  essential  and  time  consuming* 


To ^ the  Chairnan  and  Members  of  the  Health  CoEinittee  I 
•would  Ipe  to  say  a  warn  thank-you  for  all  your  help  and 
^terest  during  the  past  year.  I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Ghivers 
pr  his  wholehearted  and  cheerful  help  at  all  tines  and  call 
the  nenp-rs  of  the  Health  Departnent  for  their  loyal  suoport 

assistance  and  also  ny  other  colleagues  on  the 


+  it  was  most  generous  of  you  to 

s  and  by  for  no  when  I  have  boon  away  and  the  Council  and  I 
are  indeed  indebted  to  you. 

I  am, 

I'ir.  Chairnan,  Ladies  and  Conti enen. 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  ELLIS  SMITH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1 Q37  &  19/,?; 

S'rSSS  S^thp  f  Officer  of  Health 

S  £uth  J  District 

uth  Kesteven  in  the  County  of  (Kesteven) 

Lincolnshire 


PART  I  OF  THE  fr:? 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


rrenises 


(1)  Factories  in 
which  sections 

2,3,4  &  6  are 
to  bo  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authorities 

(2)  Factories 
not  included  in 
(1)  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Loca.1  Authority 

(3)  Other 
premises  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers^  premises) 


Number  on 
Register 


4 


71 


Number  of 
Inspections  Written 

Notices 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


11 
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2*  Cases  in  which  defects  were  foimd* 


Kunber  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Particulars 
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Overcrowding 


(s.l) 

(S.2) 


Referred 


Jh 

o 

o 

o 

a?  -p 

af  *p 

•H 

S  o 

S  o 

Tj 

nj 

•  0 

•  0 

0 

pa 

pa  P4 

B 

m 

U2 

o 

o 

>a  a 

pq  M 

Inadequate  temperature 

(S.3) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.h) 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  2  2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  1  q 

(c)  Wot  separate  for 

sexes  -  ^ 

Other  offences  aga.inst 
tte  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
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TQTIXS 
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Wo.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
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FART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
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H.  ELLIS  SMITH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Notices  sorved 


SOUTH  KESTEVSN  RUR/JL  DISTRICT  COUirciL 


Public  Health  Dep^J^tnent, 
Council  Offices, 

41,  North  Street, 
BOURI'IS,  Lines. 

June,  195B. 

To  the  Ghaiman  and  Menbers  of  the 
South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  ^^ou  my  19th  /innual  Report  on  ^ the 
work  carried  out  by  your  i-ublic  Health  Inspectors  during  the 
year  1957. 

1.  STATISTICS. 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  . .  3606 
Number  of  sanitary  works  completed  . .  . .  lOl 
Number  of  letters  and  notices  despatched  . .  1919 

2.  DETAILS  OF  VISITS 


Water  Supplies 

42 

Housing  Visits 

359 

Water  Samples 

24 

Slaught  erhous  c  s 

637 

Drainage 

810 

Butchers*  Shops  &  Vans 

9 

Drain  Tests 

195 

Fried  Fish  Shops  &  Vans 

3 

Tents,  Vans  Ec  Sheds 

57 

Bakehouses 

2 

Factories 

16 

Shops 

15 

Public  Conveniences 

1 

Dairies  &  Milk 

Theatres  8c  Places  of 

Distributors 

16 

Entertainment 

2 

Milk  Samples 

1 

Refuse  Disposal 

1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

33 

Rats  &  Mice 

2 

Grocers*  Shops  &  Vans 

11 

Petroleum  Licences 

36 

Greengrocers  &  Fruiterers 

1 

P.H.A.  Nuisances 

67 

Licensed  Premises 

2 

Building  Inspections 

445 

Re  sta.urants 

6 

Infectious  Diseases 

45 

Improvement  Grants 

143 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

20 

Food  .P repairing  Premises 

3 

Disinfestation 

1 

Informal  Notices  served 

21 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  5B0 
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3.  INSPECTION  AI’iD  SOFBmSIOM  OF  F(X)D  SUPPLIES, 


(a)  Milk. 

Sixteen  inspections  were  nade  at  dairies  other  than  those 
at  dairy  farms  and  these  were  found  to  bo  kept  in  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  condition.  I9  Dealers'  and  Supplementary  Licences 
authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designations  "Tuberculin- 
Tested,''  "Pasteurised"  and  "Sterilised"  were  issued  or  renewed 
during  the  year.  One  sample  of  milk  taken  for  biological 
Gxaniiuia'fcion  was  found  "to  be  safisfaeforv 

V  * 

(t>)  Ice  Cream  > 

Thirty-three  Visits  were  made  to  the  two  premises  in  the 
district  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  and  to  the  several 
shops  where  ice  crean  is  sold  by  retail, 

r  a  natter  for  great  regret  that  I  have  to  report 

for  the  first  tine  for  over  ten  years,  that  it  was  no/  ' 
possible ^ to  carry  out  the  regular  routine  sampling  of  the 

Iwi/'^f/^t  i-etail  in  the  district, 

owing  to  stalf  shortage,  and  to  the  fact  that  I  wan  on  nv  own 

as  your  sole  _  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  three  months  ZrlZ’ 
(*-)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

It  IS  gratifying  once  again  to  record,  that  despite  st-ff 
shortage,  lOO^o  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  at  thl 
our ^ private  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district  was 
carriea  out  d^ing  the  year,  and  the  quality  of  the  neat 
derived  from  the  animals  killed  has  been  excellent.  i  would 
like  to  record,  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered  b7 

Dikiic?r'^’  Inspector  of  the  Bourao  Urban  ^ 

District  gimcn,  to  ensure  that  100%  inspection  of  meat  w-^s 

mintained  in  the  district  whilst  I  was  aW  on  annuS  lei/ 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  butchers  at  the  four  private 
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slaughterhouses  for  their  co-operation  in  regard  to  hours  of 
slaughter.  Generally,  meat  inspection  can  be  carried  out 
by  your  Officers  in  normal  working  hours,  but  occasionally, 
particularly  at  holiday  week-end.s,  some  overtime  on  meat 
inspection  is  necessitated. 

During  the  year,  I  was  asked  by  the  Sauth  Lincolnshire 
Branch  of  the  Rural  District  Councils’  Association  to  convene 
a  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  Rural 
District  Councils  in  the  administrative  County  areas  of 
Kesteven  and  Holland,  in  order  to  consider  the  now  Slaughter¬ 
houses  Bill  and  the  draft  SLaaighter house  Regulations  to  be 
made  thereunder.  A  Report  x^as  subsequently  submitted  to 
the  South  Lincolnshire  Branch  of  the  Rural  District  Councils’ 
Association  incorporating  suggestions  for  achieving 
uniformity  under  these  proposed  new  legal  provisions,  and 
making  further  suggestions  for  improving  the  administrative 
procedure.  The  Associa.tion  made  representations  on  the 
points  rc.ised  to  the  appropriate  Government  Departments,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  suggestions  made 
will  be  incorporated  in  the  new  Act  and  Regulations  before 
they  become  law.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  in 
order  to  achieve  100%  inspection  of  meat  in  slaughterhouses 
throughout  the  Country,  the  alteration  of  the  present 
Regulation  which  allows  butchers  to  remove  after  7  a.m.  from 
their  slaughterhouses  meat  x^hich  has  been  slaughtered  after 
7  p.m.  the  previous  evening,  is  long  overdue,  and  that  this 
amendment  should  be  incorporated  in  the  proposed  new 
legislation. 

The  following  animals,  a  total  of  1,854  were  inspected 
at  the  four  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  Distriot 
during  the  year  1957. 


Bulls  Bullocks 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Si^eep  & 
Lambs 

pigs 

231 

29 

49 

1 

1036 

508 
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As  a  result  of  such  inspections,  the  following  unsound 
meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed:- 


1  Heifer’s  lungs 
1  Heifer ’ s  head  and  tongue 
6  Bullocks’  lungs 
4  Bullocks’  livers 
1  Bullock’s  lungs  and  liver 
1  set^Biaiock’s  lungs  &  loin  of  beef 
1  Buliock’s  lungs,  liver  &  mesentery 

6  Blalocks’  heads  and  tongues 

7  Pigs’  heads  and  tongues 

Trt  heads,  tongues  &  mesenteries 

18  Pigs*  mesenteries 

1  Cow’s  lungs  and  mesentery 

1  Cow’s  lungs 

4  Pigs’  lungs 

2  Pigs’  mesenteries 
1  Sheep’s  pluck 

1  Heifer’s  liver 
14  Bullocks’  livers 

1  Bullock’s  lungs  and  liver 
Portions  of  13  Bullocks’  livers 

2  Bullocks’  livers 

5  Bullocks’  lungs 

Portions  of  2  Heifers’  livers 
Portion  of  Cow’s  liver 
1  Cow’s  liver 
1  Bullock’s  liver 

1  Bullock ’ s  liver 

2  pigs ’  livers 

4  Sheep’s  livers 
Portion  of  Heifer’s  liver 
1  Bullock ’ s  lungs 
1  Bullock’s  tongue 
6  Pigs’  kidneys 


8  lbs.  Tuberculosis 
40  lbs.  Tuberculosis 
91  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

58  lbs.  Tuberculosis 
■^0  lbs  •  Tuberculosis 

59  lbs .  Tuberculosis 
38  lbs .  Tuberculosis 

212  lbs.  Tuberdulosis 
88  lbs.  Tuberculosis 
46  lbs.  Tuberculosis 
20  lbs.  Tuberculosis 
25  lbs.  Tuberculosis 
14  lbs .  Tuberculosis 

11  lbs.  Congested 
2  lbs.  Congestion 

12  lbs •  Congestion 
16  lbs.  Abscesses 

221  lbs.  Abscesses 
22  lbs.  Bistomatosis 
54  lbs .  Bistomatosis 
29  lbs .  Bistomatosis 
64  lbs •  Bistomatosis 

12  lbs.  Bistomatosis 
lbs.  Bistoniatosis 

13  lbs.  Bistomatosis 
22  lbs .  Bistomatosis 

&  Abscesses 
26  lbs.  Cirrhosis 
7  lbs •  Cirrhosis 
10  lbs.  Cirrhosis 
3  lbs.  Cirrhosis 
16  lbs.  Actinomycosis 
5  lbs .  Actinomycosis 
5i-  lbs.  Retention 

Cysts 
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2  Heifers^  kidneys 

2 

lbs*  Retention  Cysts 

1  Bullock *s  kidney 

1 

lb.  Retention  Cyst 

1  Bullock ^s  liver 

26 

lbs.  Echinococcus 

Cysts 

3  Sheep ^s  livers 

9 

lbs.  Strongyli 

9  Sheep’s  lungs 

18 

lbs.  Strongyli 

1  Lamb’s  liver 

2 

lbs.  Strongyli 

2  Pigs’  kidneys 

"iX 

•^2 

lbs.  Nephritis 

1  Bullock’s  lungs 

10 

lbs.  Pleurisy 

2  Pigs’  lungs 

2 

lbs.  pleurisy 

1  Heifer’s  lungs 

10 

lbs.  pleurisy 

1  Pig’s  lungs 

1 

lb.  Pneumonia 

1  Heifer’s  heart 

3 

lbs.  Cysticercus 
Bovis 

2  Bullocks’  heads  &  tongues 

78 

lbs.  Cysticercus 
Bovis 

1  Bullock’s  head  &  tongue 

40 

lbs.  Actinobacill- 

osis 

Total  weight  of  unsound  neat  voluntexily  surrendered  and 
destroyed;- 


13  cwt,  1  qr>  9  lbs. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
( excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calve  s 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number 

killed 

••  280 

29 

1 

1036 

508 

Number 

inspected 

..  280 

29 

1 

1036 

508 
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All  disej 


Tuberculosis; 

(a)  li'Jhole  carcases 
condemned 


,  Cows  Calve  s  Sheep  Figs 

( excluding  ^  ^ 

OSHS.)  Lambs 


(b)  Carcases  of  \^hich 
some  pa.rt  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disea,se  other 
than  Tuberculosis; 

Tuberculosis  only; 

(?,)  I^olo  carca.sGS 
condemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  pa.rt  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percenta,ge  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis; 


2 


IS  *93^  6.90^ 


21  2 


7.50%  6*90^ 


18  18 


1.74^  3.54^ 


29 

5.70% 


4.  HOUSING > 

Number  of  new  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  195? 
Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  1957 
Humber  of  houses  ma.de  fit  under  Improvement  Grants 


Number  of  families  re-housed 


during  1957 
by  the  Council  during 

1957 


19. 

21. 


109. 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  1957 ♦ 

1(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  •*  ..  ..  ..  .o  ..  91* 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  •.  ..  ••  177. 

2(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

subhead  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Act^  1936  . .  . .  40. 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ..  ..  4^. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ••  ..  411- 

4.  Number  of  dvjelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
subhead)  found,  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

fit  for  human  habitation  .  32. 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  ^^ithout  service  of 
Formal  Notices. 


1.  Number  of  defective  di-relling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 


Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ..  ..  15, 

3 .  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ..  ..  1. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Ovmors  . . .  1, 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Cvjners  .  Nil 
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3.  Proceedings  'under  Public  Health  Acts, 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . 


3. 


2. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 
default  of  Owners 

0.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936> 

!•  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 


3. 

Nil 


•  » 


2*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . o 

3*  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ..  .. 


4.  Number  of  undertakings  accepted 


#  • 


•  -9 


17. 


12. 

16. 


6. 


Further  progress  was  laado  during  the  year  with  a  view  to 
implementing  the  Covmcil's  Slum  Clearance  Programme  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936,  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  had  been 
taken  in  respect  of  167  houses  since  the  Slum  Clearance 
Campaign  was  first  commenced. 

Details  of  the  position  as  at  the  31st  December.  1957 
are  as  follows;-  '  ’ 


(a)  Total  number  of  houses  dee.lt  with  up  to  the 

31st  D-jcember,  1957,  under  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme 


167, 
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(b)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  - 

(1)  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ..  •.  S8 

(2)  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  19 

(3)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  repair  ..  12 

(4)  Undertakings  were  accepted  not  to  re-let  23 

(5)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  use  as 

agricultural  stores  • •  14 

(6)  Action  not  yet  determined  ••  ••  ..  11 

(c)  Number  of  houses  demolished  .  4V 

(d)  Total  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  first 

five  years ^  programme^  up  to  the  10th  September, 

i960,  as  per  proposals  sent  to  and  agreed  ^^fith 

the  riinistry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government  . .  153 

It  will  be  seen  therefore,  by  comparing  the  figures 
recorded  in  sub-headings  (a)  and  (d)  above,  that  this 
Council's  programme  is  well  in  front  of  schedule. 

The  Council  has  discharged  its  duties  in  this  connection 
with  great  diligence,  yet  with  fairness  to  property  ovncrs, 
and  sympathetic  consideration  has  been  given  to  ovmers  who 
have  submitted  offers  to  repair  and  improve  their  houses,  in 
those  cases  where  it  was  considered  possible  to  bring  them  up 
to  a  good  standard  an  a  result  of  such  improvements  and 
repairs. 

With  regard  to  Improvement  Grants,  however,  the 
temporary  suspension  of  the  making  of  Grants  which  was 
brought  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1956,  continued 
until  the  31st  i%rch,  1957.  I'Jhen  the  position  was  reviewed 
in  March,  1957,  the  Council  decided  to  reintroduce  the 
Improvement  Grants  Scheme  as  from  the  1st  April,  1957,  and  a 
quota  figure  of  £10,000  wa.s  allocated  for  this  purpose  up  to 
the  31st  Manch,  1958.  The  amount  of  Grant  in  each 
individual  case  wan  loft  to  the  Improvement  Grants  Committee 
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to  recomcnd  to  the  Council,  and  this  iiltinately  resolved 

g  v.n  in  suitable  cases.  It  was  not  found  nGCfcss->rv  fiir-ir,.T 

aocoSf4f^ho“™„t°  ««3ractow  applio.tioaa'^» 

account  oi  the  quota  iigure  fixed  in  Harch,  I957. 

1957,  33  applications  for  ImDrovement 
Grants  were  approved  by  the  Council,  the  totpul  of 

Grants  involved  being  £5,343  .  8s.  5d.  Oice  agrif  t£ 
f Council  fine  due  to  the  Improvement  Grants 
Taylo^  I  Crowson  (Chata),  G.H. 

4-K  ^  cjia  iv  new  Council  houses  were  erectpri 

£  thefntercsf  considerable  increase 

m  tpis  interest  on  loans  raised  for  the  construction^ f  nf 

Rr-te^Lrinffe  yoS®1hf f 

any  further  new  works  and  this^embf  goTnf 

the  end  of  the  year.  embargo  was  still  ih  force  at 

With  regard  to  private  house  constT’iir.t-i on  u 
were  erected  during  the  re'^  -’nd  Pi  w  on,  21  houses 

erection  at  the  end  of  theVear.  '  ^ 


5.  DRAIMAGE. 

drainage  if  thaf  f  rCo^S^s^o^pr^jlf  connection  with 
Scheme  for  the  villages^ f  sf tf  f  f  rf  &>^onage 
end  Deeping  St.  James  was  completed^S^AnSl 
cost  of  this  major  scheme  being  £469, 50o!^  0^.  Od!  ’ 

At  Baston,  the  new  sewers  gravitate  to  a  Pumping  Station 
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from  where  the  sewage  is  piimped  into  the  head  of  one  of  the 
new  sewers  at  Langtoft*  The  same  principle  obtains  at 
Langtoft  and  sewage  is  again  pumped  to  Market  Deeping.  In 
the  villages  of  Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St.  James,  sewers 
gravitate  from  various  parts  to  three  more  pumping  stations 
and  the  sewage  is  pumped  finally  to  a  modern  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Station  Road,  Deeping  St.  James. 

Unfortunately,  Schemes  of  this  nature,  particularly  in 
Rural  Districts,  by  their  very  nature,  are  naturally  very 
costly  and  the  ra.tepayers  are  faced  with  an  additional  rate 
burden  for  many  years  to  come,  but  the  Council  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  facing  up  to  its  responsibilities  to  the 
ratepayers  on  Public  Health  grounds,  and  the  provision  of 
modern  amenities,  such  as  bathrooms  and  water  closets,  which 
were  formerly  the  exception  ra.ther  than  the  rule,  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  improve  the  hoa.lth  of  the  residents  in  the  area,  as 
well  as  providing  a  long-felt  want  and  helping  to  improve  the 
standard  of  living  conditions  in  the  district. 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  for  Billingbo rough  and 
Horbling,  and  for  Corby  Glen,  completed  in  April,  1954^  cond 
Kay,  1954;  respectively,  continue  to  function  satisfactorily, 
though  the  rate  of  progress  of  house  connections  is  slow. 

The  Council  has  not  yet  decided,  for  financiaJL  considerations, 
to  enforce  the  connection  of  house  dra.ina,ge  systems  to  the  new 
sewers  and  is  hoping  that  most  property  oimers  will  ca^rr^r  out 
works  of  connection  volunta-rily  or  with  the  aid  of  25% 
contribution,  offered  by  the  Council  for  the  conversion  of 
pail  or  vault  closets  to  waiter  closets. 

The  time  must  surely  come  soon  when  the  Council  will  be 
compelled  to  exercise  its  powers  under  Sections  42  amd  47  of 
the  Public  HeaJth  Act,  1936,  to  compel  owners  of  properties, 
particularly  in  Corby  Glen,  to  connect  their  drainage  systems 
to  the  new  sewers.  I  must  remind  the  Council,  once  a.gaKn, 
of  the  potentia.1  risk  of  pollution  of  underground  waiter 
supplies  in  this  area,  by  the  continuing  discha;,rge  of  crude 


SGVjagG  from  the  old  sowers  into  the  Horsepond  and  thereafter 

into  the  River  Glen.  I  would  reitorate  also  that  public 

health  cannot  be  measured  in  pounds^  shillings  and  penco^  and 

I  would  strongly  urge  that  some  way  be  found,  perhaps  by  way 

of  long-term  loans,  to  raise  money  to  finance  grants  and.  loans 

to  property  owners  for  this  very  necessary  work  to  be  carried 
out. 


The  problem  of  finance  on  house  connections  in  a  Rural 
District  is  an  acute  one,  and  one  wond.ers  why  the  Central 
Government  cannot  assist  Rural  District  Councils  more  than 
they  d-O  in  this  direction.  It  seems  ludicrous  that 
considerable  expenditure  on  laying  long  lengths  of  new  sewers 
in  providing  expensive  machinery  and  plant  should  be 
incurred,  without  completing  the  job  by  seeing  tha.t  the 
drainage  system  of  every  house  served  by  the  new  Schemes  is 
disconnected  from  the  old  sewers  and  re-connected  to  the  new 
sewers. 


Details  of  the  number  of  house  connections  made  to  the 
new  sewers  in  the  seven  villages  served  by  the  new  Sewerage 
Schemes,  together  x^^ith  the  percentage  of  the  aporoximate 

number  of  houses  which  are  capable  of  being  so  connected  are 
as  follows j- 
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Inspections  in  connection  with  drainage  continue  to  take 
up  a  large  ainount  of  the  time  of  your  Public  Health  Officers, 
and  it  will  be  noticed  from  the  statistics  at  the  beginning  of 
this  report  that  810  visits  were  made  in  connection  therewith, 
and  that  195  tests  of  new  drainage  systems  were  also  carried 
out  • 


Grants  of  25%  of  the  cost  of  converting  pail,  vault  or 
earth  closets  into  water  closets  at  51 .dwelling-houses  were 
made  by  the  Council  during  the  year  in  respect  of  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  parishes  of  Horbling,  Billingborough,  Corby  Glen, 
Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St.  Janes,  the 
total  cash  value  of  Grants  given  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  being  £801.  I6s.  8d* 


6.  CLEMSING  SERVICES. 

(^)  Defuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  household  refuse  collection  service  continues  to 
provide  a  welcome  service  to  the  ratepayers,  and  every  village 
in  the  District  is  visited  by  the  Council *s  Refuse  Freighter 
once  per  fortnight.  Refuse  is  collected  from  containers 
placed  at  the  kerb-side  by  householders,  and  is  disposed  of  by 
tipping  at  refuse  tips  situated  at  Billingborough,  Corby  Glen, 
Swinstead  and  Deeping  St.  James.  It  is  estimated  that  over 
2,000  tons  of  household  refuse  are  collected  and  disposed  of 
annually  by  the  Council's  Refuse  Freighter  manned  by  two  men, 
with  occasional  additionaJL  assistance.  Great  credit  is  due 
to  the  employees  concerned  for  the  way  in  which  they  carry  out 
this  work,  which  increases  inevitably  each  year  by  reason  of 
new  houses  being  erected. 

With  rega,rd  to  the  collection  of  refuse,  it  is  hoped  that, 
eventually,  a  more  frequent  service  than  fortnightly  collection 
will  be  given,  but  consideration  of  this  improvement  in  the 
service  has  had  to  bo  deferred  for  the  time  being  on  account  of 
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the  Council  heavy  coaiiiitmGrits  in  other  directions » 

The  Council  continued  to  collect  wasta  paper  and  39  tons 
4  cwts  of  Mixed  tJaste  were  sold  for  £216*  2s.  9d.  during  the 
year  1957.  I  hope  that  the  Council  will  continue  to  collect 
waste  paper  separately  from  household  refuse^  even  if  a  slight 
loss  is  incurred  in  salvage  sales.  It  is  far  better  to 
collect  this  material  separately  than  to  collect  it  mixed  with 
the  household  refuse^  with  the  consequent  increase  in  the  un¬ 
tidiness  of  the  Refuse  Tips. 


(t) 


-Scheme 


The  Council  continues  to  give  a  free  weekly  emptying  of 
sanitary  pails  from  dwelling-houses  in  the  Rural  District,  and 
this  work  is  carried  out  by  two  BOO  gallons  capacity  Cesspool 
Emptying  vehicles,  provided  with  pail  hopper  attachments,  each 
vehicle  being  manned  by  a  team  of  three  men  comprising  a 
Driver/Loader  and  two  Loaders.  Approximately  2,000  pails  are 
emptied  weekly  and  both  vehicles  are  engaged  practica.lly  full¬ 
time  on  this  work.  The  nightsoil  thus  collected  is  disposed 
of  by  composting  by  arrangement  with  certain  farmers  in  the 
District,  or  by  spreading  over  agricultural  land.  Complaints 
from  householders  in  respect  of  this  work  are  surprisingly  few, 
and  the  Council's  employees  are  to  be  congratulated  oil  the  way 
they  carry  out  what  is  obviously  an  objectionable  job  of  work. 


In  ad-dition  to  the  weekly  pail  emptying  service,  privy 
vaults,  cesspools,  septic  tanks  etc.,  at  dwelling-houses  and 
other  premises  a.re  emptied  upon  request  in  a  much  more 
satisfactory  and  hygienic  manner  than  can  be  done  by  hand 
labour.  A  fixed  change  is  made  to  householders  desiring  this 
service.  Deto^ils  of  such  wopk  carried  out  during  the  year 
are  as  follows:- 


Emptying  of  Vaults.  Cesspools.  Septic  Tanks  etc. 
Number  of  - 
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(a)  Septic  trjiks  enptied .  20 

(b)  Cesspools  emptied  .  290 

(c)  Single  vaults  enptied  ••  •.  69 

(d)  Double  vaults  emptied  . .  ♦ .  11 


Total  390 


This  branch  of  the  work  resulted  in  an  income  of  £650. 

12s.  Od.  to  the  Council  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  an 
income  of  £560.  9s.  Od.  for  the  previous  year. 

Eventually  it  is  hoped  that,  following  the  conversion  of 
earth  closets,  pail  closets  etc.,  to  water  closets  in  those 
villcOges  where  new  Sewera.ge  Schemes  have  been  provided,  there 
will  be  a  greatly  reduced  number  of  pails  to  empty  and  that  the 
Council  will  be  in  a  position  to  extend  the  free  service  to 
householders  for  the*  periodical  emptying  of  privy  vaults, 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  the  other  villages. 


7.  WATER  SUI-iLIES. 

There  are  three  ma„in  supplies  of  water  to  the  villages  in 
the  Rural  District  and  those  are  as  f allows 

(a)  The  villa.ges  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Dee^:ing 
¥ilsthor],e,  Braceborough,  Grea.tford,  Barholm^ 

Tallin gt on  and  West  Dee]^ing  are  su].;plicd  by  the 
Peterborough  Corporation. 

(b)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Horbling,  Bridge  End, 

B ill ingbo rough,  Birthorpe,  Folkingham,  Laughton, 

Aslackby,  po inton,  Millthorpe,  Little  Dowsby,  Graby, 
Kirkby  Underwood  and  Stainfield  are  supplied  from 
the  Council's  own  bore  a,t  Bill  ingbo  rough. 

(c)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Dowsby,  Dunsby,  Hacconby, 
Morton,  Ripp ingale,  Thurlby,  Toft,  Lound,  Manthorpe 
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Withan-on-tho-Hill ,  Carlby,  Careby,  Littlo  Bytham 
Creeton,  Goimthorpe,  Castle  Bytham,  Swayfield, 
SvJinstead,  Irnhaa,  Hawthorpe,  Bulby,  Edenhsja  and 
Corby  Glen  are  supplied  by  the  Spalding  Urban  District 
Council  from  the  boro  at  Bourne  through  the  bound 
Rinping  Station* 

^Uffington  is  supplied  by  the  Stamford  Corporation  and 
Deeping  St,  James  has  its  orn  bore* 


Every  parish  in  the  Rural  District  has  a  piped  supply  of 
mains  v/ater  and,  a.part  from  el  few  hanlets  and  sma.ll  groups  of 
houses  in  the  Fens,  it  is  now  possible  for  over  92$  of  the 
houses  in  the  area  to  be  supplied  with  piped  water.  This  is 

help  to  your  Public  Health  Officers  when  sajaples 
of  water  ta,ken  from  priva,te  bores,  wells  etc.,  ane  founds  to  be 

the  use  of  tnese  can  now  be  ciiscontinued.  and  the 
houses  in  Question  provided  xm.th  a  pure  a,nd  sufficient  sumly 
of  water  for  all  purposes  from  the  Council *s  mains* 

Twenty-four  samples  of  waiter  were  taken  during  the  year 
from  the  Council's  installations  ana  from  private  bores,  wells 
etc*  Detafls  of  the  results  found  upon  analysis  ame  as 
follows  2- 


Ilater  Samples 

(a)  Fron  Council's  Iiistt.llations 

(i)  Number  found,  to  be  satisfactory 
(11)  Number  found  to  be  polluted 

(b)  From  Private  Bores,  Hells  etc* 

(i)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory 

(ii)  Number  found  to  be  polluted 


•  ♦ 


#  « 


•  ♦ 


#  • 


#  # 

•  o 


#  • 


6 

6 

18 

10 

8 


It  will  be  noted  that  all  the  samples  taken  from  the 
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Gcuacil's  supplies  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  the 
CEse  of  samples  found  to  be  polluted  from  private  supplies, 
tie  occupiers  of  the  houses  concerned  were  advised  to  boil  all 
such  water  used  for  drinking  purposes.  Action  was  also  taken 
to  see  that  the  owners  of  the  properties  concerned  should 
provide  a  piped  supply  of  water  from  the  Council *s  mains,  if 
these  were  within  reasonable  distance. 

As  in  previous  years,  regular  sampling  was  carried  out 
at  the  watercress  beds  in  the  District,  and,  during  the  year, 
three  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis,  all  of 
which  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by  means  of 
standpipes,  are  as  follows 


Direct  Stand 

pipe 


Aslackby  &  Langhton  ♦ , , 

.  • 

0  • 

69 

4 

Barholm  &  Stowe 

#  • 

•  • 

38 

Be  ston  .»  .o  *•  ,a 

m  • 

o  • 

125 

— 

Billingborough 

.  » 

349 

— 

Braceborough  &  Wilsthorpe 

•  • 

0  o 

9  9 

38 

9 

By than,  Castle  , . 

•  • 

144- 

10 

By t ham.  Little 

•  • 

o  • 

0  o 

92 

1 

Careby,  Aunby  &  Holywell 

.  • 

25 

— 

Carlby  . . 

•  • 

•  o 

40 

— 

Corby  Glen  . 

•  • 

227 

— 

Counthorpe  &  Greeton 

•  • 

0  9 

49 

Deeping  St,  James 

e  ♦ 

537 

Deeping,  ^ferket  , , 

•  » 

434 

— 

Deeping,  ¥est  , .  , .  , 

9  » 

79 

Dowsby  . 

.  • 

57 

Dunsby . 

•  • 

42 

Edenhan  . 

•  • 

119 

lolkingham . . 

•  » 

9  m 

150 
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Greatford  .  -43 

Hacconby  .  77  - 

Horbling  ..  ..  .  ..  ..  124 

Imham  3X  .. 

Kirkby  Underwood  . .  54 

Langtof  t  . .  , .  130  « 

Horton  289  - 

Pointon  &  Sonpringham  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  125  - 

Rippingale  . .  . .  , .  . .  .  „  183 

Swayf  icld  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  62  - 

Swinstead  . .  , .  . .  ...  . .  . ,  83  - 

Tallington  . .  80  - 

Thurlby  .  211 

Toft,  Lound  &  i%.nthorpe  . .  . .  43  _ 

Uf  f  in;gton'  .•  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,,  96  « 

Witham-on-th e-Hill  .  5I  « 


totjils  4309  24 


8,  RQUEMT  CONTROL, 

I  am  pleased  to  report,  once  again,  that  the  work  of 
Rodent  Destruction  has  been  carried  out  expeditiously  and 
efficiently  by  your  Rodent  Operator  (Hr.  F.H.  Batchelor) 
despite  the  fact  tha,t  the  calls  on  his  services  continue  to 
increase.  The  year  1957  saw  a  pronounced  increase  in  the 
rat  popi^ation  in  this  area,  but  this  was  not  confined  to  this 
Rural  District  alone,  and  it  would  appear  to  be  due  to  the 
mild  and  early  Spring  which  proved  to  be  a  good  breeding 
season.  It  is  gratifying  to  receive  favourable  comments 
from  householders  and  farmers  regarding  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  the  Rodent  C^era.tor  carries  out  his  work  and  there  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  service  given  by  the  Council 
in  this  connection  is  appreciated  as  an  efficient  and  also  a 
cheap  public  service. 

Regular  sum/eying  of  lands  and  premises  was  carried  out 
in  order  to  ascertain  sources  of  infestation,  in  accordance 
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with  the  Go-uncil^s  obligations  Tonder  Section  2(a)  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  In  addition  to 
providing  a  free  service  for  Rodent  Disinfestation  work  at 
private  dwelling-houses  in  the  district,  the  Rodent  Operator 
carries  out  similar  work  at  business  premises  and  farms,  at  a 
standard  charge  of  10/-  per  hour  mth  lO/-  minimum  charge, 
which  sum  includes  his  time,  materials  and  travelling  expenses. 

The  Rodent  Operator  exercised  strict  control  of  all  the 
Council *s  properties  during  the  year,  including  refuse  tips, 
which  have  been  treated  regularly  and  systematically,  and  to 
the  many  sewer  dykes  and  pairish  watercourses.  In  addition, 
763  private  dwelling-houses  were  treated  as  also  were  5 
business  premises.  In  consequence  of  all  these  operations, 
1,460  inspections  were  ca.rried  out. 


9.  PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

During  the  year,  36  visits  were  made  to  premises  where 
petroleum  spirit  is  stored  and  94  licences  were  issued  by  the 
Department  after  storage  conditions  had  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  when  the  usual  safety  precautions  in  regand 
to  fire  had  been  complied  with,  by  the  provision  of  a  fire 
extinguisher  and  a  quantity  of  sand  near  to  each  storage  tank. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  refuse  to  renew  one  existing 
licence  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the 
electrical  wiring  to  two  petrol  puiaps  uas  in  a  dangvorous 
condition.  The  proprietor  called  in  an  Electrical  Contractor 
and  the  whole  of  the  electrical  installation  was  renewed  in 
conduit  tubing,  the  licence  thereafter  being  renewed  when  the 
work  had  been  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Officers. 


1C.  IMPR0VEI-€]NT  GRiUTS. 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during 

the  year  ..  ..  38. 
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(b)  Nunber  approved  . .  33. 

(c)  Number  rejected  •.  . .  . .  2. 

(d)  Nunber  still  under  consideration  at  tie 

end  of  the  year  . ,  . ,  1 . 

(e)  Nunber  of  applications  withdrs^wn . .  ..  2, 

(f)  TotsJ.  cash  value  of  Grants  given  during 


the  year  -  £5^343.  8s.  5d. 


11.  BUILDING  INSPECTIONS 

During  the  year,  the  Council *s  Plans  Committee  dealt  with 
an  average  of  11  plans  per  month,  and  your  Officers  have 
carried  out  445  inspections  of  building  works  in  progress,  as 
compared  with  838  for  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  195 
drain  tests  were  carried  out  as  compared  with  173  for  the 
previous  year. 


12.  ST/JF 

The  work  of  the  Department  suffered  a  serious  set-back  in 
fey,  due  to  the  tragic  death  of  the  Council's  Deputy  Chief 
^blic  Health  Inspector  {Mr.  J.G.  Clements),  who  died  suddenly 
in  his  office.  fir.  Clements  had  been  in  the  Council *s 
service  for  nearly'^  thirteen  years,  and  his  previous  practical 
experience,  in  his  younger  days,  in  the  building  trade,  had 
been  of  great  value  to  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Only  one  month  previously,  the  Council *s  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  (Mr.  B.F.  Larkinson)  ha.d  left  the 
employment  of  the  Council  for  a  similar  position  with  the  East 
Uloe  Rural  District  Council.  Mr.  Larkinson  had  been  in  the 
Council's  service  since  1st  September,  1943,  and  had  proved 
himself  to  be  a  good  all-round  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  Council,  a.bout  this  time,  decided  to  relieve  the 
Department  of  its  responsibilities  in  regard  to  the  a.dninis— 
tration  of  the  ne^^J  Sewerage  Schemes  and  the  maintenance  of  the 


old  sewers,  sewer  dykes  and  parish  watercourses,  and  it  was 
subsequently  decided  to  reduce  the  establishment  of  Public 
Health  Inspectors  from  three  to  two,  l^Jhether  economy  on 
Public  Health  Administration  is  justified,  only  time  will  tell 
but,  even  when  the  Department  had  three  Inspectors,  many 
routine  duties  were  having  to  be  neglected,  such  as  regular 
routine  inspections  of  food  premises,  factories  and  workshops 
etc.  It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that  Public  Health  work 
shows  no  visible  results  but  is  mainly  reflected  in  the  well¬ 
being  and  health  of  the  residents  of  the  area.  The  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Dopa.rtment  Staff  cannot  be  measured  with 
cost  as  its  yardstick,  as  so  many  duties  are  performed  (such 
as  meat  and  food  inspection)  ^'behind  the  scenes,  **  and  it  is 
only  when  an  outbreak:  of  food  poisoning  occurs  or  when  there 
is  an  epidemic  of  infectious  disease,  that  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Officer  hits  the  headlines. 

Once  again,  I  wish  to  express  my  personal  appreciation 
of  the  help  and  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  late  Mr. 
J.G.  Clements  and  Mr.  B.F.  Larkinson  in  carrying  out  the 
technica.1  duties  of  the  Department,  during  the  earli.y  part  of 
the  year.  Subsequently,  a.fter  having  to  cope  xvith  all  the 
technical  duties  of  the  Department,  from  the  1st  June  to  the 
31st  August,  1957,  I  welcomed  the  assistance  of  Mr.  B. 
Schofield,  the  Council ^s  new  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector,  who  commenced  duties  with  the  Council  on  the  1st 
September,  1957,  and  who  helped  me  to  clear  up  a  considerable 
back-log  of  work  cheerfully  and  efficiently.  I  must  also 
pay  tribute  to  firs.  C.  Taylor  and  Miss  K.  Taylor  for  their 
assistance  in  the  administrative  work  of  the  Department. 
Finally,  I  ^^^ould  like  to  record  my  sincere  apprecia.tion  of  the 
ever-ready  co-operation  and  advice  given  to  me  by  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  H*  Ellis  Stxith)  who  personally  helps  to 
make  the  Public  Health  Department  a  happy  plane  in  which  to 
work. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 
WALTER  A.  CHI VERS. 

Chief  Public  HeaRth  Inspector. 
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